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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 14854 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: XU, TGEN, EMIN, EFIS, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET RATIFICATION OF ANTARCTIC SEAL CONVENTION 
REF: MOSCOW 14603 

1 . DURING INFORMAL CONVERSATION OCTOBER 10 YURIY 
TOLSTIKOV, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF HYDROMETEROLOGICAL 
SERVICE, TOLD SCICOUNS THAT SOVIET UNION INTENDS TO 
RATIFY THE ANTARCTIC SEAL CONVENTION. TOLSTIKOV 
WAS UNABLE TO GIVE AN APPROXIMATE DATE FOR RATIFICATION. 
HE SPECULATED THAT MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OFFICIAL WAS RELUCTANT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT 
SOVIET RATIFICATION (REF) BECAUSE OF ON-GOING PROCESS 
OF COORDINATION WITH THE MINISTRY OF FISHERIES. 
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